U.S. Department of Education
2014 National Blue Ribbon Schools Program

[ 1 Public or [X] Non-public

For Public Schools only{Check all that apply) [] Title | [] Charter [Nlagnet [] Choice

Name of Principal Mr. Edward J. Lindekugel
(Specify: Ms., Miss, Mrs., Dr., Mr., etc.) (Asshould appear in the official records)
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Date
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Name of Superintender
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Date
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PART |

— ELIGIBILITY CERTIFICATION

Include this page in the school’s application as g 2.

The signatures on the first page of this applica(omver page) certify that each of the statemeelksw

concernin

g the school’s eligibility and compliarveigh U.S. Department of Education, Office for Civil

Rights (OCR) requirements is true and correct.

1.

10.

11.

The school configuration includes one or more afgs K-12. (Schools on the same campus
with one principal, even a K-12 school, must agsyan entire school.)

The school has made its Annual Measurable Objec{i®Os) or Adequate Yearly Progress
(AYP) each year for the past two years and haveenh identified by the state as “persistently
dangerous” within the last two years.

To meet final eligibility, a public school must ntele state’s AMOs or AYP requirements in
the 2013-2014 school year and be certified by taie sepresentative. Any status appeals must
be resolved at least two weeks before the awargsnoay for the school to receive the award.

If the school includes grades 7 or higher, the sthwst have foreign language as a part of its
curriculum.

The school has been in existence for five full getrat is, from at least September 2008 and
each tested grade must have been part of the sidtdbe past three years.

The nominated school has not received the NatiBha Ribbon Schools awaid the past five
years: 2009, 2010, 2011, 2012, or 2013.

The nominated school has no history of testingyirtarities, nor have charges of irregularities
been brought against the school at the time of natiuin. The U.S. Department of Education
reserves the right to disqualify a school’s appiaraand/or rescind a school’s award if
irregularities are later discovered and provenheydtate.

The nominated school or district is not refusindi€@fof Civil Rights (OCR) access to
information necessary to investigate a civil rigtdsnplaint or to conduct a district-wide
compliance review.

The OCR has not issued a violation letter of figdito the school district concluding that the
nominated school or the district as a whole hakateéd one or more of the civil rights statutes.
A violation letter of findings will not be consident outstanding if OCR has accepted a
corrective action plan from the district to remeldg violation.

The U.S. Department of Justice does not have aipgsdit alleging that the nominated school
or the school district as a whole has violated anmore of the civil rights statutes or the
Constitution’s equal protection clause.

There are no findings of violations of the Indivadsi with Disabilities Education Act in a U.S.
Department of Education monitoring report that gpplthe school or school district in
guestion; or if there are such findings, the statdistrict has corrected, or agreed to correet, th
findings.
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PART Il - DEMOGRAPHIC DATA

All data are the most recent year available.

DISTRICT (Question 1 is not applicable to non-public schpols

1.

Number of schools in the district

(per district designation):

0 Elementsghiools (includes K-8)

_ 0 Middle/Junior higtheols
0 High schools
0 K-12 schools

0 TOTAL

SCHOOL (To be completed by all schools)

2.

3.

4.

Category that best describes the area whesctiool is located:
[ ] Urban or large central city

[ 1 Suburban with characteristics typical of anamtarea

[X]

Suburban

[1 Small city or town in a rural area

[] Rural

3 Number of years the principal has been irhieposition at this school.

Number of students as of October 1 enrollechah grade level or its equivalent in applying s¢hoo

NBRS 2014

Grade # of # of Females| Grade Total
Males

PreK 18 13 31
K 20 20 40
1 25 24 49
2 18 22 40
3 26 15 41
4 34 29 63
5 26 20 46
6 39 22 61
7 43 31 74
8 33 37 70
9 47 36 83
10 37 35 72
11 28 38 66
12 28 26 54

Total

Students 422 368 790
14GA135PV
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5. Racial/ethnic composition of 0 % American Ind@rAlaska Native

the school: _6 % Asian
1 % Black or African American
12 % Hispanic or Latino
0 % Native Hawaiian or Other Pacific Islander
75 % White
6 % Two or more races

100 % Total

(Only these seven standard categories should laetaseport the racial/ethnic composition of yocingol.
The Final Guidance on Maintaining, Collecting, @&®porting Racial and Ethnic Data to the U.S.
Department of Education published in the October2087Federal Register provides definitions for each
of the seven categories.)

6. Student turnover, or mobility rate, during tlid2 - 2013 year: 1%

This rate should be calculated using the grid beldWwe answer to (6) is the mobility rate.

Steps For Determining Mobility Rate Answer
(1) Number of students who transferted
the school after October 1, 2012 until the 7

end of the school year

(2) Number of students who transferred
from the school after October 1, 2012 until 2
the end of the 2012-2013 school year
(3) Total of all transferred students [sum @

="

rows (1) and (2)] 9
(4) Total number of students in the school as

756
of October 1
(5) Total transferred students in row (3) 0.012

divided by total students in row (4)
(6) Amount in row (5) multiplied by 100 1

7. English Language Learners (ELL) in the school3 %
21 Total number ELL
Number of non-English languages represented;.. 3
Specify non-English languages: Korean (16 studeSganish (13 students), Chinese (1 student)

8. Students eligible for free/reduced-priced meals:0 %

Total number students who qualify: _ 0

If this method is not an accurate estimate of #gregntage of students from low-income families, or
the school does not participate in the free andaed-priced school meals program, supply an aceurat
estimate and explain how the school calculatedestisnate.
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9. Students receiving special education services: 0 %

0 Total number of students served

Indicate below the number of students with disaegiaccording to conditions designated in the

Individuals with Disabilities Education Act. Do thadd additional categories.

0 Autism 0 Orthopedic Impairment

0 Deafness 0 Other Health Impaired

0 Deaf-Blindness 0 Specific Learning Disability

0 Emotional Disturbance 0 Speech or Language et

0 Hearing Impairment 0 Traumatic Brain Injury

0 Mental Retardation 0 Visual Impairment IncludBighdness
0 Multiple Disabilities 0 Developmentally Delayed

10. Use Full-Time Equivalents (FTEs), rounded tarast whole numeral, to indicate the number of

personnel in each of the categories below:

Number of Staff

Administrators 8

Classroom teachers 55

Resource teachers/specialists
e.g., reading, math, science, special
education, enrichment, technology,
art, music, physical education, etc.

15

Paraprofessionals 4

Student support personnel

e.g., guidance counselors, behavior
interventionists, mental/physical
health service providers,
psychologists, family engagement
liaisons, career/college attainment
coaches, etc.

17

11. Average student-classroom teacher ratio, thalhésntimber of students in the
school divided by the FTE of classroom teachegs, 22:1 14:1
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12. Show daily student attendance rates. Only sifflools need to supply yearly graduation rates.

Required Information 2012-2013| 2011-2012 2010-2011 2009-2010 2008-2009
Daily student attendance 95% 95% 95% 95% 95%
High school graduation rate 100%  100% 100% 100% 100%

13.For schools ending in grade 12 (high schools)
Show percentages to indicate the post-secondanssthstudents who graduated in Spring 2013

Post-Secondary Status

Graduating class size 51
Enrolled in a 4-year college or university 100%
Enrolled in a community college 0%
Enrolled in career/technical training program D%
Found employment 0%
Joined the military or other public service 0%
Other 0%

14. Indicate whether your school has previouslgire a National Blue Ribbon Schools award.
Yes No X

If yes, select the year in which your school reedithe award.
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PART Il - SUMMARY

Pinecrest Academy is a private, Pre-K through bRege-preparatory Catholic school founded in 199%
mission is to educate and develop Christian leagdbswill help change society for the better. Thieool
provides an atmosphere of academic rigor and aitignking, with a comprehensive education thaves
to develop the spiritual, intellectual, human, apdstolic dimensions of the whole person. We chgle
our students to identify and use their gifts invgsr to others. We provide a safe, moral, and tsjaiki
environment which leads to positive peer groupsjayfal, caring, confident students. We are hersdore
the Archdiocese of Atlanta, our local parishes, thredregional Christian and civic communities. Visoa
serve international students, their families, aiebis who embrace our educational philosophy.

A distinct aspect of Pinecrest Academy is that fier@ender specific instruction on a coeducational
campus. According to Dr. Steve Robinson, Presidetite Southern Association of Independent Schools
(SAIS), Pinecrest offers its students, “the bediaih worlds”. The majority of classes are gengectic in
grades 4-12, but students function in a coeducaltiemvironment outside the classroom. This allows
Pinecrest students to reap the well documentediteenégender specific instruction while simultansly
developing the social skills necessary for propectioning and leadership in 21st century society.

Our students have received an incredible amourgaafgnition in the area for their community senace
academic achievement. Earlier this academic yearPinecrest Middle School students placed indipe t
six in the Forsyth County Oratorical Contest (gsafi€l2).Over 4,500 students participated in threest.
One student placed first out of all Middle Schdaldents in Forsyth County.The second placed indpe
six of all students, including high schools.Als®iaecrest student won the Archdiocesan SpellingBe
All Atlanta Catholic schools in 2013.

Other recent achievements include a Pinecrest Acaglenior who won the 2012-2013 Trig-Star award, an
annual competition sponsored by the National SpakProfessional Surveyors.In 2009 and 2010, two
different Pinecrest Academy students were recodrfizeachieving the highest SAT scores in Forsyth
county. The school as a whole annually earns SAfeschigher than any district in the state of Gegrg

and higher than any independent, public, or Cattsalhool in the north Atlanta metropolitan areshie

past two graduating classes (approximately 100esiis)l, almost 8% of the senior class was recogrased
national merit scholars - 4 commended, 4 semiiBtgl1 finalist.

Pinecrest's Math Team placed second out of nearty 5chools at the Luella High School Invitatiomal
Locust Grove, GA in November 2013. Our A.P. pass lnas averaged 86% over the past 4 years (students
who take AP classes are required to take the ewithput an “opt-out” option). Last year in a grating

class of 51, Pinecrest had 3 students recognizditisnal A.P. Scholars. Pinecrest Academy’s Middle
School participates in the Junior National Honoci8ty, and the High School in the National Honor
Society. In recent years we have twice had to thisaverage GPA requirement for the HS because so
many of our students achieve the minimum benchmark.

Pinecrest founded a school-wide band program ir2@99-2010 academic year. In 2011, Pinecrest’s band
was a Gold Award Winner, receiving “first in claggtognition at the New York Heritage Festival. The
following year, the band was invited to play in thational Band and Orchestral Festival at Carnklgik
Additionally, Pinecrest students were two of fivemers for the Global Bioethics Student Art Comipeti
sponsored by UNESCO (United Nations Education,r®eieand Cultural Organization).Their work was
exhibited at the Third International Bioethics, Medlturalism and Religion Workshop and Conference,
December 3-5 in Hong Kong.

Pinecrest offers a strong academic program wittindisve elements.The Pre-Kindergarten curriculsm i
combination of teacher-directed and student dice@tenters) learning.This curriculum not only deysl
basic academic skills, but also stimulates cugositeativity and a love for learning.All studeat®
required to take Spanish from Pre-Kindergartenubhothe 8th grade.Beginning in 9th grade, studeas
the option of taking either Spanish or Latin ag patheir curriculum.
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Pinecrest graduates are known for their high lefrelcademic achievement and formation standard%100
of our students have been accepted into college &ach of our seven graduating classes.The acoeptan
rate of Pinecrest graduates into elite academigéysities is high. For instance, last year 12 oapglicants
from Pinecrest Academy were admitted into Georgiahl One of our students finished his freshman sear
Tech as the highest ranked student in his clagghEd’th year in a row Pinecrest was named to the
Catholic High School Honor Roll’s list of the top &atholic schools in the United States.
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PART IV — INDICATORS OF ACADEMIC SUCCESS

1. Assessment Results:

A.Performance Levels

In grades 2, 4, 6 and 8 we administered the SABtaBdardized test as an assessment to measurenicade
growth among our students, and to identify potéatieas for improvement in our academic offeringe T
PSAT, ACT Plan, SAT, and ACT are administered tghHbchool students in grades 9-12.In addition, A.P.
Exams and the National Latin Exam are administeséth -12th grade students enrolled in these
classes.These assessments are utilized to evaluatlum and determine subject areas in need of
improvement.

In addition to formal test assessment, Pinecreatd@my initiates informal assessments of earlydagr
measures with a progress-monitoring system ofrlaaenes, letter sounds and phoneme segmenting
beginning in Pre-K3. As students progress from kngdrten through 12th grade, curriculum-based
measurements continually assess student progrefisimject areas.Student portfolios contain asaest
information, as well as writing samples, and camito be built upon throughout their school years.

Students in the High School may only enroll in A&dvanced Placement) classes with the approval of
teacher and department chair.Students may takeckagses starting in 9th grade.The 4 year average A
pass rate at Pinecrest is 86%, compared to theglaesiate average of 55% and national average%f 61

Pinecrest Academy has 68 students on accommodatiog, yet test scores are consistently aboveStie 8
percentile nationally, even including students véticommodation plans. Test scores have consistently
improved over the past three years, particulartheareas of Lower School Math and the High School
SATs and ACTs. For example, 4th grade Math scangt® SAT-10 increased from the 82nd percentile in
2010-2011 to the 88th percentile in 2012-2013. F8ghool composite SAT scores increased from 1683 fo
the class 0f2010 up to 1781 for the class of 2013.

B.Performance Trends

Pinecrest Academy uses assessment results to iemaghing. In the past, the lower school admireste

the ITBS to students. However, after several yehconsistently scoring at or above the 95th perieen
Pinecrest switched to the Stanford Achievement ifiestder to provide more meaningful feedback hia t
Fall of 2006, we reevaluated the standardizedggtiogram for grades 2, 4, 6 and 8 and concluaketdir

the spring of 2007 we would implement standardiesting in grades 1-8.Due to budget constrain2000

we moved back to testing only grades 2, 4, 6, aAftéd analyzing the results of these tests we have
decided, our main areas of focus to improve temtescare Reading Comprehension and Math Procedures.

On the Stanford 10, Reading scores have remairadysbver the past five years. However, we doedtsiv
raise our test scores as part of our overall impmmnt plan in academics.Analysis of this data destnates
that Pinecrest consistently scores above the ratinaan.Because of our focus onimprovement, in the
spring of 2010 we implemented the Reader’'s WorksarmapWriter's Workshop method of teaching reading
and writing skills in the 4th and 5th grade.Ourresdn 4th grade improved in 2012 and we attrilaute
significant portion of this improvement to implentation of the Reader’'s Workshop and Writer's
Workshop.

In Math on the Stanford 10 we have also consistamtbred above the national mean but we saw tisat th
was an area where we needed to improve in gradesad 6 specifically in the area of Math
Procedures.Over the past 5 years, we implementedadeneasures to meet our goal of improving ouhma
test scores.We provided inservice training to ativteachers in grades K-8 and held teachers ataduan
through regular observations and meetings to imptérthe methods learned in these courses.We also
focused on test taking skills in grades 2-8 to limlprove scores. The results of the 2013 test sHawe
students are in the top 11-12% of all schools natide in Math which was a 6-7% increase from tharye
before.
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At Pinecrest, our students take the PSAT in 9thIdiH grade.Their PSAT mean scores are compartng to
national PSAT percentiles.Three years ago, Pinecnggemented a curriculum enhancement in the Middl
and High Schools aimed at improving student capdgitsuccess on the SAT. The enhancement included
increased work on vocabulary as well as Greek atih lroots in the Middle School, and on writingfire

High School. As a result, SAT composite scores hen from 1683 to 1781 over the past 3
years.Teachers collaborate with administration legtyuto look at curriculum goals and put planglace

to help improve test scores.

2. Using Assessment Results:

The PSAT, ACT Plan, SAT, ACT, National Exams, AeRams and Stanford 10 results provide a formal
assessment tool for evaluating the student’s acadawogress, allowing administration to ascertgiacfic
areas of need and to make necessary adjustmehis amnual plan.Data analysis identifies areagrefigth
and weakness by student, class and grade levelrfbrsnation is then utilized to determine resource
selection and to implement additional teaching meés$hor modifications geared towards improving a
student’s performance. As students move into gradilismultiple course level offerings (Honors, A.P.
etc.), we utilize standardized tests in conjunctigtih grades and overall teacher reviews in ordgriace
students in the most appropriate course level.

A point worthy to note is that the success witindtadized testing has come at a time of transftion
Pinecrest Academy. In the past five years, a sobataffort has been made to serve students wiiith m
learning needs. Specifically, the school now emplayull time learning specialist and develops atioo
plans for students with special needs based ontdsting.Prior to that period, these students wgieally
expected to “find their way” in the classroom with help from the school. We consider it a huge stehe
right direction to be improving the school’s capador serving these children — many of whom have
siblings in the school as well.

As Pinecrest Academy is dedicated to personaltadtennformal assessments are on-going and \otéie
success of the academic program.Informal studeseisaments, such as writing prompts, individualirepd
inventories, and math course pre-and post-tesdisgjst in charting student progress. These infostoalent
assessments, combined with teacher-student confegeencourage the student to be a more pro-active
learner. Parental involvement in the process iB,higth mandated parent-teacher conferences fremhegr
PreK-8, and frequent conferences for high schamlesits as needed.

Last summer, Pinecrest contracted with a regiomatypwned curriculum specialist with the specifio af
reviewing test results as a starting point for Lisage Arts curriculum revision. Her work, in conjtion
with the administration, has led to a number ofthle outcomes including specifically targeted
professional development for faculty, a plan foagihg in improved alignment of curriculum acrods al
three schools, and a review of student resouregth(ioks, workbooks, etc.) It is anticipated tiat tesults
of this work will be improved learning, particulanelating to reading comprehension, and improestl t
scores throughout the school.

3. Sharing Lessons Learned:

Pinecrest Academy recognizes and appreciatesdhabaoration with other educational institutionslan
organizations is crucial to the ongoing improvenrd school.This improvement is why we value our
partnership with various local and national edwrstl affiliates.As part of a system of Legionariieals
throughout the country, teachers and administratidke meet several times each year to discusgalum
and share best practices. In June of 2013, admaitoss and teachers from all North American Legigna
schools in the United States and Canada met irfF&antisco to discuss and plan curriculum revisiotihe
area of Language Arts. This followed a similar gsewhich was initiated the previous year for Socia
Studies. In 2014-2015, the Math curriculum will sifieally be addressed, with potential revisiondxhs
upon analysis of the standardized test scores mgatfiem all North American Legionary schools. Rimest
Academy has been an active participant in the pgy@EEnding three administrators and one faculiplmee
to contribute to the work.

NBRS 2014 14GA135PV Page 10 of 25



Pinecrest Academy is fully accredited by the Sautiessociation of Independent Schools (SAIS) ard th
Southern Association of Colleges and Schools (SA@&nbers of our administration serve on re-
accreditation teams for these organizations whiethuate member schools and submit recommendations
for change and improvement. In addition, adminigiraregularly attends collaborative meetings and
workshops administered by SAIS and SACS. Thesalwothtions have proven to be extremely useful for
Pinecrest Academy, particularly because the sdma®been able to implement a number of specific
strategies for improving school administration.sThas directly benefited the students. One sucimebeais
the recent migration to a Google platform, allowaligstudents access to Gmail and Google Drive faom
computer. This has vastly improved communicatioth @ordination between teachers and students in a
short period of time.

Pinecrest Academy also works closely with the Catltffice of Education in the Archdiocese of Attan
and participates in many of their meetings, worksh@nd events. The Principals are also membehe of
Archdiocesan Principals’ group which meets monthlghare best practices and address challengesg faci
Catholic schools in the region.

4. Engaging Families and Community:

Stanford 10 test results are sent home to parerastionely basis and an analysis of overall lowet a
Middle School test results are reviewed publiclyhwiarents at the annual State of the School asldires
addition, overall results are also communicatepai@nts via the weekly communication piece (Paladin
Press) from the Communications office.High Scheahdardized test scores are provided by the College
Board directly to parents, and are reviewed betvatatents and the college counselor, most speltyjfica
during 11th and 12th grade college selection apliGgiion period. Parents are encouraged to provide
feedback and ask questions related to the tedtsesiditionally, overview and explanation of caulum
are discussed at the annual Curriculum Night aed#rerwise available to the parent community.

Personalized attention is the cornerstone of thedPest Academy program, and that goes for thenpare
community as well. As partners in education, tHeost works closely with the parent community towmes
they are fully informed about student accomplishisetlassroom happenings, and upcoming eventsig his
accomplished through a variety of communicationhods. We send a weekly “Paladin Press”
communication through our communications officavadi as a quarterly, “Pinecrest Post.” Calling Hest
phone messaging system that provides reminderganiniing events.

Pinecrest Academy uses Blackbaud and Net Classasdire online vehicle to communicate student
performance.Parents are able to view their studgmformance on a daily basis; check on homework,
written assignments, and assessment grades.Inaagdite students in grades K-8 use an assignment
notebook for recording homework as an additionatpiteacher communication tool. Teachers in
kindergarten through fifth grade employ the assignimotebook to provide parents with feedback on
student conduct and require students to have ttedbook signed by a parent.Parents also have the
opportunity to correspond with the classroom teagtethe assignment notebook.
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PART V — CURRICULUM AND INSTRUCTION

1. Curriculum:

Pinecrest Academy uses a fully-developed standzadsd curriculum.Each curriculum guide by gradellev
in the Lower School (Pre-kindergarten — 5th) orjsctbarea in the middle (6th-8th) and upper sck@ibi-
12th) is comprised of standards, benchmarks, sangesequence, as well as suggested learning olgiecti
and activities.The content standards of the cuumawdescribe the knowledge and skills every student
should know and be able to do in the core acadarsigs.The benchmarks are a clear, specific dascript
of knowledge or skill that students should acgbiyea particular point in their schooling.The scapel
sequence of the curriculum gives the outline ofkiye content and skills to be learned in the cotgest
areas of English Language Arts, History/Geograpgth and Science at each grade level.Concepts and
skills are presented by subject area and conteandst

Religion:Religious education at Pinecrest Acadergits with an understanding and attempt to devatop
appreciation for the Catholic Faith.All studentisetdreligion classes every day for all years innattece at
Pinecrest.

Mathematics:Mathematics is applied to real-worldisgs and problems are solved through the integrat
study of number systems, geometry, algebra, datiysis, probability and statistics.The foundatismiade
using the Saxon method, and culminates with a tyaoileAdvanced Placement offerings for our High
School students.

Language Arts: From Pre-k -12th grade the focasithe essential skills of listening, speakingdneg and
writing.Every year, grades 5-8 participate in theal Oratorical Contest.Also, grades 4-8 parti@patthe
Scripps National Spelling Bee.In the High Schootsints have the opportunity to hone their writikifjs
in the production of a school newspaper.

Social Studies:In the lower and Middle Schoolsgshis also study geography, humanities ,and citdpn
as well as economic, political, and ecological @mtions among people. In High School, students are
offered courses in World History, U.S. History, Bpean History, Economics, Psychology, Government,
and a number of electives. Major area subjectsarémogn College Preparatory through Honors up to
Advanced Placement levels.

Science: The science curriculum provides studernitsmany opportunities to construct their own
knowledge of science through hands-on activitiesexperiments.In the middle and High School this
curriculum is met through state-of-the-art scieladxs. Emphasis is placed on using the scientifithooe
and on inquiry-based learning.

We recently began implementation of Project LeadMtay (PLTW) in both the Middle and High Schools.
PLTW is a STEM program of high repute, which hasady generated a great deal of interest and
enthusiasm among our student body. It is our ptgpetio enhance the PLTW curriculum offerings in the
future, based on demand and level of resourcetablai

Foreign Language: Pinecrest Academy is in compdamith the program's foreign language requirements.
Students in Pre-K-8th grade are required to takniSh.In 7th and 8th grades specifically, all shigeéake
Spanish 5 days/week for 45 minutes each day. Bawgjrin the 9th grade students have a choice ofitaki
Spanish or Latin. Languages are offered at lexaglging from College Preparatory through Honorsaup t
Advanced Placement.

Visual and Performing Arts: The foundation is laidPre-K-3 where students take music and art ctasse
which not only develop music and art skills butghstudents learn to appreciate the arts as a wimoféh
and 5th grade students can choose to take eithdrdyanusic.Beginning in the Middle School, student
have the choice of taking band, drama, or musictidents in the lower and Middle School take acttE
school: elementary, middle and high offers a masid art show in the fall and spring to showcase the
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talents of our students. Music and Art classelénHigh School are offered at levels ranging froofi€gje
Preparatory through Honors up to Advanced Placement

Physical Education (PE) and Health: Through physidacation classes, students learn to assesothRir
physical fitness and maintain healthy levels ofgitsl activity.Students learn new skills and impmrov
performance while gaining the self-discipline tketgart in individual and group activities. All gients in
Pre-K-8th participate in PE biweekly, while Hight®ol students are required to participate in oeélitr
worth of PE and Health at some point in their H&ghool career.

2. Reading/English:

(Elementary Schools) Reading:

The elementary school curriculum was backwardsydesi from a rigorous college preparatory curricular
foundation established for the High School. ForeBrast's entire history, the school has had higgnten
rates, resulting in many of the High School studératving been at Pinecrest for their entire academi
careers, with many more having arrived in the Mid8thool. The necessity for rigorous preparation in
reading particularly for comprehension and ana)ységins in the lowest grades. Evidence of theesgof
the elementary program building through the Midsitdnool up into the High School lies in the high
percentage of Pinecrest highest achieving High 8ddtadents, who matriculated through the lower and
Middle Schools.

Elementary school students receive a strong fousrdat phonics, spelling reading fluency, vocabylar
and reading comprehension.In grades 1-3 a cooadirggmmar, vocabulary, and spelling program featur
patterns, sight words, and daily instruction inibe.Teachers utilize leveled readers to challemgk
support students.Grades four and five incorpordtitianal vocabulary and grammar, including
diagramming sentences.Elementary teachers comyaatéy reading inventories and track progress ohea
student.Also in the elementary school, instructionethods include whole group instruction, smalidi
groups and individual assistance.Teachers integoai@bulary, phonics, phonemic awareness, oral
discussion and written responses to expand compsadreskills.Students read materials such as ldvele
readers, trade books, non-fiction and poetry.Stisdanall levels are required to read independemitgide
the classroom.Students prepare regular oral arttewivook reports and other creative projects.

In the elementary school the Writer's Workshop wgtmethod is used to teach writing.This program is
enhanced by using the Excellence in Writing modaktvincorporates concurrent development of both
structure and style.This model is used in the Midsithool as well. Teachers use a systematic yearly
progression of detailed outlining and note takieggthier drafting of complex sentence construaj@nd
increasing use of stylistic devices, as well asil@gwriting conferences.

Student novels provide the foundation for the Med8thool program and cover the study of plot, ecinfl
climax, characterization, setting, resolution dmehte. Each unit includes research, writing, college
preparatory vocabulary study, grammar study, poaimy public speaking.Students are also encourtaged
read on their own every day.

(Secondary Schools) English

In the High School, students are offered coursém®th English and composition. Courses are offated
levels ranging from College Preparatory through ¢tsrup to Advanced Placement.The English courses
introduce students to a broad range of literarystéom various geographical areas, historical fragods,
and cultural standpoints. They examine how liteaxpresses, reflects, and shapes human experaence
well as helps to structure meaning in a given celtihe methods used to interpret the literatueeckrss
discussion, writing assignments, and traditioneiuees. Students learn to participate meaningfally
academic and cultural debates through discussiarelhss through formal and informal writings. Siaéc
emphasis is placed on the research paper and mpiglaking. Grammar and mechanics are taught at the
appropriate grade level and reinforced in all cesrat all levels throughout the High School program
structured vocabulary program is part of these sggIrA creative writing course is also offered Whic
allows students to write and revise creative pies#sg a variety of genres (non-fiction, fictiormglry,
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drama).The focus is upon the creative process aydmslude lectures and readings off campus wigh th
purpose of allowing students to compile the scloighly successful literary magazine.

The English program is rooted in a curricular foatimh designed to develop and foster critical thigkand
analytic skill development. In the past five yeasecognition ofthe need for higher order thinkakgls
required for college and beyond have been emplttizeughout the middle and High School curriculum
at Pinecrest. The results speak for themselvasyidenced by the gap in SAT writing scores between
Pinecrest Academy and both the state and natimeahges. This gap of nearly 100 points represésts t
largest gap of the three areas of the SAT for Pastc(National Average Critical Reading 496: Piest
Average Critical Reading 591; National Average Matiatics 514: Pinecrest Average Mathematics 593;
National Average Writing 488; Pinecrest Averagetilfg 591.

3. Mathematics:

The Pinecrest Academy math program supports owioni®f developing leaders by emphasizing problem-
solving skills.Beginning at the preschool level aodtinuing through High School, students are emajéd

to use a variety of strategies to estimate anddimzvers to a broad range of types of mathematical
problems.Students are encouraged to explain ane pheir solutions.

At the Pre-kindergarten level, students are intoediio number concepts, patterns, and geometry.In
kindergarten and the early primary grades, theddéswn place value, data representation measutendn
geometry, and computation practice.Lower Schoalestts in grades 3-5 continue to expand on the
foundations of math learned in previous gradesridyén computation is emphasized as a means tingplv
more complex problems.Multiplication and divisidractions proportions, and understanding of basic
algebraic concepts comprise the major content doedkird through fifth graders.Students in graes
learn to solve problems using algebra and geonhetitye High School, courses such as algebra, gegmet
statistics and calculus are offered.Throughougratle levels, critical thinking, logical reasoninggl world
connections and uses of problem-solving skillssaressed.

Lower and Middle School teachers use enrichmentites for children who master the daily
lessons.Technology is utilized to develop individuablem-solving abilities through learning ganaess
well as interactive group activities using the dgnbaard. Also, in the lower and Middle Schools, theth
curriculum utilizes the Saxon series. The SaxonMairriculum utilizes an incremental structure vhic
distributes content throughout the year (spiraheBrest has found that Saxon’s integrated andexiad
approach provides deep, long-term mastery of théeod and skills necessary for building a solid
foundation in preparation for the higher levelsrafth many of our students aspire to reach, inctuthe
A.P. calculus and statistics courses and beyond.

The teachers employ a wide variety of strategiesgist students in becoming competent and profieie
mathematics.Leveled computation practice enabiekests to progress at their own pace.Frequent
assessments allow teachers to determine undensgaoidmath concepts and provide remediation as
necessary.In the elementary school the online prodKL is used for remediation and enrichment.Semall
class sizes allow teachers to provide one-on-osistasce as necessary.All math teachers througheut
school offer tutoring sessions as needed to aigigling math students.

4. Additional Curriculum Area:

The performing arts, frequently one of the firsgas cut by schools in an economic downturn, reptese
gold mine of opportunity for all students. A recsetidy of workforce readiness found that employers
increasingly require and value applied skills sastproblem solving, collaboration and creativityorgl
specifically, business leaders from major corporaisuch as Xerox and Googlehave articulated bedief
that music aids students in skills needed in thekplace including flexibility, effective communigan,
creativity and innovation. Research has repeataalyconclusively demonstrated that students froth bo
low and high socioeconomic backgrounds who comm strong arts backgrounds disproportionately find
themselves in professional majors in college sschcaounting, education, and nursing.Additionally,
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compared to their non-musical peers, students frusical backgrounds disproportionately aspired to
professional careers such as management, saletgaaing.

In order to supplement and enrich preparation ofstudents for roles as future leaders in those
aforementioned competitive professions, Pinecastded a school-wide band program in the 2009-2010
academic year. The program has quickly engaged stadgnts (180 out of 600 students in grades 4-12)
with incredible results. In 2011, Pinecrest’s barat a Gold Award Winner, receiving “first in class”
recognition at the New York Heritage Festival. Tokowing year, the band was invited to play in the
National Band and Orchestral Festival at Carnegilk H

Another area ofcurricular focus at Pinecrest hanltle visual arts. In lock step alignment witheerest
Academy’s Catholic mission, Pinecrest students veoeof five winners for the 2013 Global Bioethics
Student Art Competition.Their work was exhibitedre Third International Bioethics, Multiculturatis

and Religion Workshop and Conference, Decembeb8ri- Hong Kong. This fall Dr. Alberto Garcia,
Director of the UNESCO (United Nations Educationiefice, and Cultural Organization) Chair in Bioeshi
and Human Rights appointed a Pinecrest Academy Bigiiool art teacher to be the Chair for the 2015
GlobalBioethics Art Competition. In this and marther ways, the visual arts program at Pinecrest has
provided students with an opportunity to expresd thoice relating to local, national , and glolssiues, by
tapping into their creative gifts.

5. Instructional Methods:

Pinecrest Academy utilizes a variety of stratetpesieet the diverse academic needs of our studléats.
strive to address the learning styles, abilities iaterests of each child. Teachers use differaatiat
instruction techniques such as tiered assignmertigitd scaffolding from what each student knowstdta
skill or concept to the next level of mastery.Wthalestudents in a class may be working on the sskitie
individuals will be working at different levels obmplexity, using different modalities to reflecuhtiple
intelligences.Authentic assessment is utilized gasure student success, including oral presensation
individualized projects, models, demonstrationanosical performances.Team teaching is employeiaen
Lower and Middle School to better meet individueéds as in the classrooms where teachers break the
class into small groups for instruction in mattadieg and language arts.

Pinecrest's instructional delivery philosophy dravesvily on Howard Gardner’s multiple intelligences
theory.Pinecrest’s academic results support Galassertion that individuals are able to excalifferent
areas, depending on their set of particular stiengt “intelligences”. In the High School regulaonors

and A.P. classes are offered to students to meetvérious ability levels. Technology is used linsabjects
to enhance learning and provide student intera@ioiart boards and laptop computers as well as Ghrom
books are used to allow instruction and practiceawerPoint, Excel, and word-processing.Studentisen
E.S.L. program use laptops to practice Englishgiie Rosetta Stone program.Alternative assignments
differentiated instruction, alternative assessmamesative projects incorporating art, music, ackimlogy,
are all visible on a daily basis at Pinecrest. &tislare able to find success in different areas of
“intelligence” which Pinecrest has found correlaggsngly to academic motivation and success.

Students are encouraged to supplement and apiyghming by participating in an array of
extracurricular clubs.Student clubs are a vitat pathe student life at Pinecrest Academy.Thegio#in
opportunity for like-minded individuals to connexctd collaborate outside the classroom.Each club
experience is designed to foster character buildinge management skills, leadership developmenat tae
understanding of the importance of community seridibey also serve as a place where students dgn ful
immerse themselves in common interests while samalbusly providing a venue to explore new things.

6. Professional Development:

Ongoing professional development enhances thetgudlinstruction provided at Pinecrest Academyhwit
programs designed to improve teacher and admitosteapertise within their educational fields.An
additional benefit is the integration of the fagudhd staff with the mission and goals of the sthte
school allots twelve days a year to professionaéligpment, five scheduled for pre-planning, fouriclg

NBRS 2014 14GA135PV Page 15 of 25



the school year and 3 for post-planning.Additionalleekly faculty meetings are scheduled througtioait
year.A concerted effort is made to establish coesiross-curricular planning.

Personalized attention is a cornerstone of theeamadprogram.In order to provide this level of atien it
is necessary to understand student motivation.Bytitying and leveraging each student’s unique
combination of passion, interest and aptitude,esttglcan become inspired to learn.Hence, the dveral
professional development plan is orchestrated geahwith a consistent theme aimed at achievingestu
success through personalized attention to students.

Over the last 5 years various themes have beemmshtal in assisting the professional growth ef th
faculty. These themes include 1) understanding gedifferences in learning 2) employing technology
across the curriculum 3) teaching reading comprabart) understanding students with learning
differences 5) teaching the writing process. Aefgrof speakers and instructors have been invalved
delivering professional development for faculty@eent years. Some of these include Dr. Thomasohiak
renowned author, educator and authority on virexetbpment and instruction.Dr. Pat Fagan presented
faculty relating to awareness of the potentialdiouse and misuse of technology.Curriculum experhéa
Fitzgerald frequently provides workshops for th&rerfaculty, or sub-groups as appropriate, retatm
literacy, curriculum development, instructional hredology, and other pertinent topics. Pinecrestd&oay
opens their professional development opportunitesthers in the Cumming area.We also encourage
faculty and staff to attend local workshops as aslhational conferences.

7. School Leadership

Pinecrest is a private, independent, Catholic Pt@-kchool operated by the Legionaries of Christ (a
religious order). Pinecrest follows the Magisteriafthe Catholic Church.The school benefits from
resources such as a standards-based curriculuogld@mdbooks, and policies and procedures tha hav
been developed by the local board as well as amatschool office.Pinecrest operates under threcton

of the local Board of Directors, with the Head a@h8ol reporting directly to the Board.The Head ofi&ol
is charged with continually reviewing and improvipglicy and overall functioning of the school.

The administration includes a senior management tead an academic team.The senior management team
is made up of the Head of School, Lower Schooldiral, Upper School Principal, Campus Ministry
Director, Business Manager, and Chief Advancemédfit€D. It's primary role is to oversee the dayeay
operations of the school. The academic team instudewver School Principal, Dean of Academics faeker
and K,Dean of Academics for Grades 1-5, Upper SdAoocipal, Asst. Principal for the High School,

Asst. Principal for the Middle School, Director@tudent Life for the High School, Director of Statieife

for the Middle School.The academic team’s rol@iguide the students’ integral formation and tokwor
together to develop curricular goals for the wisdbool.

The leadership team’s primary tool for ensuring piaicies, programs, relationships, and resoufocess
on student achievement is communication. In theaobnvironment focusing on individual attentidmerte
is frequent engagement between the school andtparerbehalf of the students. Whether phone, email,
text, Gradebook, or other, Pinecrest Administratgoproactive in addressing issues as they arise —
academic, social, behavioral or other. Over thesyghe school has seen that this type of parental
engagement with administration (as well as witluftyg leads to development of healthy, balanced
students. When identified, problems or issues notem are not allowed to “fester” and mature into
situations of crisis. The students at the schootlae true beneficiaries, and we attribute mucthef
school’s success to this personal attention impaship with parents.

The Archdiocese of Atlanta is a strong, establisheplutable, and respected organization includilayge
contingency of Catholic Schools.The principals ipgrate in the regional principal meetings and
professional development opportunities offeredHeydiocese. These professional development
opportunities facilitate a collegial sharing of bpsactices.
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PART VI - NON-PUBLIC SCHOOL INFORMATION

The purpose of this addendumis to obtain additional information from non-public schools as noted below.

1. Non-public school association(s): Catholic

Identify the religious or independent associatidnany, to which the school belongs. Select the
primary association first.

2. Does the school have nonprofit, tax-exempt (503jrXtatus? Yes X No

3. What are the 2013-2014 tuition rates, by grade?r@onclude room, board, or fees.)

2013-2014 Tuition

Grade Amount

K $11950

1 $11950

2 $11950

3 $11950

4 $11950

5 $11950

6 $13420

7 $13420

8 $13420

9 $14900

10 $14900

11 $14900

12 $14900
4. What is the educational cost per student? $12615

(School budget divided by enroliment)

5. What is the average financial aid per student? _ 5689
6. What percentage of the annual budget is devoted to 19%

scholarship assistance and/or tuition reduction?

7. What percentage of the student body receives
scholarship assistance, including tuition redun@io 25%
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PART VII - ASSESSMENT RESULTS

REFERENCED BY NATIONAL NORMS

Subject: Math

Test: SAT

Grade: 12

Edition/Publication Year: 2013

Publisher: College Board

Scores are reported here asScaled scores

School Year

2012-2013

2011-2012

2010-201p

2009-20

L2008-2009

Testing month

Jan

Jan

Jan

Jan

Jan

SCHOOL SCORES

Average Score

591

591

575

558

604

Number of students tested

47

49

40

50

28

Percent of total students teste€2

91

93

94

85

Number of students
alternatively assessed

1

0

0

0

0

Percent of students
alternatively assessed

2

0

0

0

0

SUBGROUP SCORES

1. Other 1

Average Score

Number of students tested

2. Other 2

Average Score

Number of students tested

3. Other 3

Average Score

Number of students tested

NOTES:
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REFERENCED BY NATIONAL NORMS

Subject: Math

Test: SAT-10

Grade: 4

Edition/Publication Year: 2006

Publisher: Pearson

Scores are reported here asScaled scores

School Year

2012-2013

2011-2012

2010-201p

2009-2012008-2009

Testing month

Apr

Apr

Apr Mar

Mar

SCHOOL SCORES

Average Score

88

83

82 87

86

Number of students tested

48

56

74 64

79

Percent of total students test

Pd00

100

100 100

100

Number of students
alternatively assessed

0

0

Percent of students
alternatively assessed

0

0

SUBGROUP SCORES

1. Other 1

Average Score

Number of students tested

2. Other 2

Average Score

Number of students tested

3. Other 3

Average Score

Number of students tested

NOTES:
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REFERENCED BY NATIONAL NORMS

Subject: Math

Test: SAT-10

Grade: 6

Edition/Publication Year: 2006

Publisher: Pearson

Scores are reported here asScaled scores

School Year

2012-2013

2011-2012

2010-201p

2009-2012008-2009

Testing month

Apr

Apr

Apr Mar

Mar

SCHOOL SCORES

Average Score

89

83

85 81

89

Number of students tested

64

59

77 73

82

Percent of total students test

Pd00

100

100 100

100

Number of students
alternatively assessed

0

0

Percent of students
alternatively assessed

0

0

SUBGROUP SCORES

1. Other 1

Average Score

Number of students tested

2. Other 2

Average Score

Number of students tested

3. Other 3

Average Score

Number of students tested

NOTES:
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REFERENCED BY NATIONAL NORMS

Subject: Math

Test: SAT-10

Grade: 8

Edition/Publication Year: 2006

Publisher: Pearson

Scores are reported here asScaled scores

School Year

2012-2013

2011-2012

2010-201p

2009-2012008-2009

Testing month

Apr

Apr

Apr Mar

Mar

SCHOOL SCORES

Average Score

88

89

85 90

84

Number of students tested

73

67

76 58

59

Percent of total students test

Pd00

100

100 100

100

Number of students
alternatively assessed

0

Percent of students
alternatively assessed

0

SUBGROUP SCORES

1. Other 1

Average Score

Number of students tested

2. Other 2

Average Score

Number of students tested

3. Other 3

Average Score

Number of students tested

NOTES:
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REFERENCED BY NATIONAL NORMS

Subject: Reading/ELA

Test: SAT

Grade: 12

Edition/Publication Year: 2013

Publisher: College Board

Scores are reported here asScaled scores

School Year

2012-2013

2011-2012 2010-201p

2009-20

L 2008-2009

Testing month

Jan

Jan Jan

Jan

Jan

SCHOOL SCORES

Average Score

590

591 557

566

576

Number of students tested

47

49 40

50

28

Percent of total students test

P62

91 93

94

85

Number of students
alternatively assessed

1

0 0

0

0

Percent of students
alternatively assessed

2

0 0

0

0

SUBGROUP SCORES

1. Other 1

Average Score

Number of students tested

2. Other 2

Average Score

Number of students tested

3. Other 3

Average Score

Number of students tested

NOTES:
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REFERENCED BY NATIONAL NORMS

Subject: Reading/ELA

Test: SAT-10

Grade: 4

Edition/Publication Year: 2006

Publisher: Pearson

Scores are reported here asScaled scores

School Year

2012-2013

2011-2012

2010-201

2009-20

L 2008-2009

Testing month

Apr

Apr Apr

Mar

Mar

SCHOOL SCORES

Average Score

87

85 83

83

86

Number of students tested

48

56 74

64

79

Percent of total students test

Pd00

100 100

100

100

Number of students
alternatively assessed

0

0

Percent of students
alternatively assessed

0

0

SUBGROUP SCORES

1. Other 1

Average Score

Number of students tested

2. Other 2

Average Score

Number of students tested

3. Other 3

Average Score

Number of students tested

NOTES:
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REFERENCED BY NATIONAL NORMS

Subject: Reading/ELA

Test: SAT-10

Grade: 6

Edition/Publication Year: 2006

Publisher: Pearson

Scores are reported here asScaled scores

School Year

2012-2013

2011-2012

2010-201

2009-20

L 2008-2009

Testing month

Apr

Apr Apr

Mar

Mar

SCHOOL SCORES

Average Score

85

72 83

80

85

Number of students tested

64

59 77

73

82

Percent of total students test

Pd00

100 100

100

100

Number of students
alternatively assessed

0

0

Percent of students
alternatively assessed

0

0

SUBGROUP SCORES

1. Other 1

Average Score

Number of students tested

2. Other 2

Average Score

Number of students tested

3. Other 3

Average Score

Number of students tested

NOTES:
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REFERENCED BY NATIONAL NORMS

Subject: Reading/ELA

Test: SAT-10

Grade: 8

Edition/Publication Year: 2006

Publisher: Pearson

Scores are reported here asScaled scores

School Year

2012-2013

2011-2012

2010-201

2009-20

L 2008-2009

Testing month

Apr

Apr Apr

Mar

Mar

SCHOOL SCORES

Average Score

82

80 83

83

79

Number of students tested

73

67 76

58

59

Percent of total students test

Pd00

100 100

100

100

Number of students
alternatively assessed

0

Percent of students
alternatively assessed

0

SUBGROUP SCORES

1. Other 1

Average Score

Number of students tested

2. Other 2

Average Score

Number of students tested

3. Other 3

Average Score

Number of students tested

NOTES:
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